
COURSE SYLLABUS 
TITLE OF COURSE 8th Grade U.S. History 

TEACHER’S NAME Mr. Holdsworth 

Teacher 
Information 

Room: 817   

5th Hour Planning 1:05-2:00 pm 

Email: nholdsworth@carmanainsworth.org 
 

Course 
Description 

History Alive! The United States Through Industrialism 
 

This course is a survey of American History starting with a review of Revolutionary ideas 

through Civil War.  This course includes essential questions as well as M-STEP preparation 
strategies to really get students thinking at a higher level.  This is a vocabulary rich 

program, and we will be focusing on reading strategies throughout the year. 
 

Recommended 
Daily Materials 

Students will need access to the internet and their Chrome book so that they will be able to 

access Google Classroom and TCI daily.  Having paper and pencil near them while working 
will be helpful for note taking or questions during class or Zoom meetings.  

 
(When we return face to face)-Students should come prepared every day with pencils 

and an eraser.   Students will need colored pencils throughout the school year, and it would 

be helpful if they have their own set.    
 

Grading Practices 
and Procedures 

We have a cumulative grading system.  This means that students’ semester grade will be a 
running total of each marking period.  So work for your best from the very beginning! ☺ 
 

Students will be graded by the following:  

In-class assignments, homework, positive class participation, projects, quizzes, and tests.  
Student work will be graded and then returned to the student in class. Some of this will 

vary during virtual learning, but work will be graded online and grades will be 
available on Parent/Student Vue. 
 

*Positive Class Participation means: Students will come prepared to class, be respectful of 

everyone and everything in the room, stay on task, follow classroom rules, contribute to the 

lesson in a meaningful way, and will not disrupt the classroom’s learning environment in 
any way.  

 

Grading Scale A   = 93-100%              B-  = 80-82%                  D+  = 67-69% 

A-  = 90-92%               C+ = 77-79%                  D     = 63-66% 

B+ = 87-89%               C   = 73-76%                  D-    = 60-62%  
B   = 83-86%               C-  = 70-72%                  E      = 59% and below        
 

Attendance/ 
Tardiness 

Attending class on a daily basis is a huge key to success! 
 

Absences: If a student is absent, it is the student’s responsibility to obtain the assignments 

they have missed.  BE SURE TO ASK AND CHECK GOOGLE CLASSROOM! 
 

(When we return face to face)-Tardies: Students must be quiet and seated in their 
assigned seat when the bell rings or they will be considered tardy.  Multiple tardies will 

result in referrals to the Responsibility Room. 

              **See Student Handbook for more information**  

Academic 
Integrity 
 

The expectation is that students are prepared and ready to participate actively on a daily 

basis. 

Copying someone’s work or copying straight from the internet is plagiarism/cheating, and it 
is unacceptable and will result in a zero for the assignment!  

 



Make-up/Late 
Work 

Make-up work: Classes should be attended online daily.  If you miss a class period be sure 
to check our Google Classroom for assignments and when they are due.  

Late Work: Late work will be accepted up to one week past the due date only, but it will not 

receive full credit.  For example, if an assignment was due on Tuesday, students have until 
the following Tuesday to turn it in for partial credit.  

 

Restroom/Hall 
Passes 

(When we return face to face)-Students need to use the time between classes and 

lunchtime for things like going to the bathroom, getting drinks, or any other personal 

business.  We try to keep time away from the classroom to a minimum. 
 

Classroom Rules 
and Procedures 

We will follow the guidelines in the Student Handbook, and the following rules are keys to 

student success in my virtual classroom. 
1. Be kind, and think before you speak.  Inappropriate language will never be 

tolerated.  BK2E! 
2. Come prepared every single day. 

3. You must sign into our Zoom meetings with your first and last name only, no 
nicknames. 

4. Believe my smiling face!  I don’t need to raise my voice to mean what I say.  Follow 

directions the first time you are asked to do something. 
5. Be an active listener. 

6. Our class time together is valuable, and we must use it wisely. 
7. Don’t be afraid to ask questions; please speak up if you don’t understand! 

 

CAMS Virtual 
Learning 
Expectations 

• Students are to work every class period/everyday 

o Teachers will be providing Zoom meetings 
o Teachers will be providing classwork via Google Classroom 

o Teachers will be available during your assigned class period for assistance 

• Students are expected to submit work by/on the due date assigned by teacher 

• Students will follow a set bell schedule from 8:00 AM until 3:00 PM 
o Students not present during appropriate class periods may be marked 

absent 

• Assist in 2-way communication with teacher 

o Students are expected to communicate with their teacher(s) daily 
▪ Zoom/REMIND/Text Message/Email/Google Classroom/etc. 

• Follow appropriate dress code 

o If you are in a Zoom meeting student code of conduct (handbook) dress 
code must be followed 

• Follow CAMS code of conduct  

o All Carman Ainsworth Middle School code of conduct is expected to be 

followed 
o Failure to do so will result in appropriate consequences 

Technology Usage We will use Chrome Books/computers for all of our assignments during virtual learning.  
Our textbook is online, and each student will have an account.  There is a video tutorial and 

written directions on how to create your TCI account posted on my Google Classroom.  
There is also a direct link to go to TCI posted on my Google Classroom.  

Other comments It’s going to be a great and unique school year!  I am excited to show students how 

fascinating History can be. 

 


